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Basic Principles

Different children develop language in different ways
..and at different speeds.
Young children learn the language indirectly.
Learning v Acquiring.
Nothing should be Spoken until it is Heard, nothing Read 
until it is Spoken and nothing Written until it is Read. 
Young children have more vocal plasticity than older 
children.
TPR  - or ‘Listen and Do’ is an effective approach for young 
learners.
If Children are not speaking it doesn’t mean they are not 
learning.



WHERE TO START?



Pre-birth learning?

Dr. Christine  Moon’s 2012                                

“Language experienced in utero affects vowel 

perception after birth: a two-country study”

showed that English and Swedish newborns in the first 

day or two of life responded differently to the vowel 

sounds used in their native language than they did to 

vowel sounds from the other language.



Enhancing and Practicing Executive Function 

Skills with Children from Infancy to Adolescence 

– Harvard University

• Working memory — The ability to hold information in mind and use it. 

• Inhibitory control — The ability to master thoughts and impulses so as to resist 

temptations, distractions, and habits, and to pause and think before acting. 

• Cognitive flexibility — The capacity to switch gears and adjust to changing demands, 

priorities, or perspectives. 5



6- to 18-month-olds 

• Lap games

• Peekaboo 

• Predictable rhymes 

• Hiding games

• Finger games 
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This little piggy went to market

This little piggy stayed at home 

This little piggy had roast beef 

This little piggy had none 

And this little piggy went 

Wee, wee, wee, all the way home

This little piggy ate broccoli 

This little piggy ate cheese 

This little piggy ate bananas 

This little piggy ate peas 

And this little piggy went 

Yum, yum, yum, all the way home!

This little piggy had a bath 

This little piggy went to bed 

This little piggy woke up 

This little piggy ate bread 

And this little piggy went 

Play, play, play, all the way home!

Ideas from www.babycentre.co.uk



18- to 36-month-olds 

• Active games

• Imitation games

• Song games 

• Conversation and storytelling 

• Matching/sorting games 

• Imaginary play 
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HAND CLAP

HOT SEAT



3- to 5-year-olds 

• Imaginary play 

• Reading books

• Movement challenges

• Songs and games 

• Bingo or lotto games
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HEAD & 

SHOULDERS

SIMON SAYS



5- to 7-year-olds 

• Card games and board games

• Games that require attention and quick responses).

• Logic and reasoning games

• Sports, Music and Movement
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FALSE

BOARD RACE



Stepping Up11
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7- to 12-year-olds 

• Card games and board games 

• Fantasy play

• Brain teasers
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Two types of grammar:

1

4

1 Primary or Natural Grammar

2 Secondary or Analytic Grammar
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Teaching Younger 
Students

Digital 

Residents

Information Overload

Soft Skills Shortage

Edutainment



Which of the following skills do you think is the 

least important for 21st language learners?

To be able to:

1. Learn on your own

2. Communicate and interact in English

3. Remember lots of facts

4. Use digital media to communicate

5. Get information, process it and apply it

6. Think critically and creatively

7. To work well with other people

8. Understand language systems



21st Century Skills 

MOVE IT!

The 4 Cs

Critical Thinking

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity



MOVE IT!



Stepping Up21

7
THISHERE

Now



MOVE IT!



Stepping Up23 + - ? Wh
I like pizza. I don’t like 

pizza.

Do you like 

pizza?

Which pizza 

do you like?

I play 

computer 

games.

When

How often 

do you go 

skiing?

I don’t buy 

comics.

Where



MOVE IT!



Stepping Up25



In the Classroom

The Environment

Space

Posters

Routine

Students

The Lesson

Classroom language

Immersion techniques

Classroom management

Variety

Course Books
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i: ɪ ʊ u: ɪə eɪ ↗ ↘

e ə ɜ: ɔ: ʊə ɔɪ əʊ

æ ʌ ɑ: ɒ eə aɪ aʊ

p b t d ʧ ʤ k g

f v θ ð s z ʃ ʒ

m n ŋ h l r w j

The phonemic chart can be divided into three 
parts: Vowels, Diphthongs and Consonants.

MOVE IT!



MOVE IT!
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Tongue Twisters

Red Lorry Yellow Lorry (x3)

Fried Fish Fresh

Fresh Fried Fish

Fish Fried Fresh

Sherman shops at cheap chop suey 

shops.

The sixth sheik's sixth sheep's sick.

Pass the pink peas please.

Three free through trains.(x3)

Truly Rural(x3)
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1)Cycle

2)Rain

3)Slip

4)Fall

5)Hurt

6)Drive

6)Stop

7)Help

8)Put

9)Take

10)Look after

11)Thank

ONE DAY

BUT

WHEN

AND

SO

THEN



3

6



MOVE IT!



21st Century Skills 

Information

Media &

Technology

Skills

MOVE IT!













CLIL





Czechia

Denmark

Serbia



• Think of a whole number between 1-10

• Multiple it by 9

• If it is a 2 digit number add the digits together  (e.g. 62 

– 6+2=8)

• Subtract 5 from the number (8-5=3)

• If 1=A,2=B,3=C find a letter for your number

• Think of a country beginning with that letter (e.g. 

3=C=Canada)

• Look at the second letter of the country and think of an 

animal beginning with that letter (e.g. cAnada A=Ant)

• Think of the colour of the animal (e.g. an ant could be black 

or red – so I choose red

• So you have something like A Red Ant from Canada



Poland 2015



CONTENT and  Language Integrated learning

Using a second or other language as a medium of 

instruction and learning for Primary, Secondary 

and/or Vocational level subjects.



TYPES OF CLIL
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• CLIL students perform as well or even out-perform 

non-CLIL students in terms of language content.

• Far from interfering with content acquisition, CLIL can 

actually facilitate it.

• CLIL is value-added as opposed to a subtractive 

approach to learning.

• CLIL students develop meta-linguistic skills.

• CLIL is focusing on substance not form.

WHY CLIL?



“Expecting all children the same age 

to learn the same way is like 

expecting all children the same age 

to wear the same size clothing”.



Other considerations

• 21st Century Language Learning

• 5Es

• IBSE

• Experiential LearningInquiry Based Science Education


